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MACROOM

DEFRATED, BUT—— -

It need scarcely be reiterated at this
hour that the preud boast -of this com-
munity.is that it has always stood in the
van of progress. In jmilibary achieve-
ment: we have set up some stunning head-
lines. In political exploits we have reach-
ed summits believed to be inaccessible.
QOccasionally, too, the sagacity of our in-
dustrial magnates hag attracted oqnsidg;r'g
able attention, while art has its votaries
amongst us. But other towns are en-
vious of ns. They strive to snatch hon-
ours-from us when they can. For in-
stance the pude ancl honour belonged to
Macroom of havmg set a- -mational head-
lme as: to the prtce of cobfms in t\hxs coun-
try. For it is remembered that in the
days of the Board of Guardians, when
Macroom had a workhouse duly inhabited,
the custom prevailed of contracting -for
the- supply of coffins to the institution,
and on one occasion the Guardians were
startled to find a tender from a local con-
tractor offering to supply chtldren s cof-
fins at twopence each. Now that head-
line stood for many years, buti, alas, a few
days ago we find a gentléman from Kil-
rush tendering to the Clare County Board
of Public Health for the supply of me-
dinm-sized coffins at absolutely no charge
whatever. The sccretary of the Board
pointed out that: only large and small cof-
fins were used and that the medium size
was rarely required, and the offer to sup-
ply them tree of charge, while charging
a substantial sum for the large and small,
was intended to impress the Board wwith a
sense of his generosity. But there were
other tenders for the large and small
which proved to be more attractive than
this man’s and were duly accepted. How-
ever, finding nothing more tempting, in
the way of a tender for the medium-sized
suits’ than that of our, friend, who. offered
to - suppl‘ ‘them for nothmg, the Board
decided to accept his terms. The man
from Kilrush has beaten us, bug he cer-
tainly did not get ryway with the bluff,
so his honour s a barren one.
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OUR. CAPITAL. !

Some months ago the (zaehc League and
Chamber of Commerce in Galway con-
ferred with a- vw“ to making that city
the Gaelic C.:lpjlt'll of Ireland. .The sug-:
westion implies or presumes that there is
not in existence already a Gaelic capital
in this country. Can it be possible that
the people of Galway never heard of Bally-
vourney, whicl, some years ago, was uni-
versally acclaimed the capital of Trisn Ire-
land? -Can it be that Baliyvourney has
faded out of the picture that gove the
nation the inspiration of Gaelic thought
and culture, or was it just that the lead of
sne strong man, one great Gaelic enthus-
iast and scholar, the late Dr. Lynch, plac-
rd Ballyvourne}" prominently under the
public eve and gained for the children of
St.Gobn ait a fame that they did not'real-
v deserve. In the early”and .vigorous
“lays of the Gaelic League Dr. Lyneh, w ‘ho
as a-medical ofhcer in the Ballyvourney
Jistriet, was o tower of strengih to the
hngnd"e movement and his presence af
the Ard Fheisin Dablin w luch he attend-
al rezulnrlv ‘was regarded as bmmtluug
ke’ t.l\o vistt of a \outhem Prince. He
was the Jink beijreen. Ballyvom‘m,\ and
Dublin and his advice and t,uldancc, were
(steemed by the asso.ml)lo.'],d_i;'.l.tgates: te
shoke to them of:the Gaelic wealth of
Ballyrourney, of e treasures of fr;lklore.
:hat were to be found there, of the literary
. ifts possessed hy the natives who spole
e Trish language chiefly. He conceiv-
w1 the iden that.village industries fwere
rasential to Loup the young people ab
home, dnd that. everything possible should
e done. to prevent the dlsmtegx ation of
the gaeltucht He started a hosiery fac-
{ory and gave cmploy ment to a large num-
her of young girls, and in a number
oi' \sa\s; he won a distinetion: for Bally-
wumev that chtained a sﬂent vote from
the people acknm\lcdgmg it tho capital
of Ireland. There is nohod) tp keep tl:e
name hefore the nation to-day, hence the
reople ol‘ Galway are ma.kmg o supreme
e%iort to estnbhsh m faet what‘,. Ballyvour-.
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